FOR LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

2006 HIGHLIGHTS

WRN helps guide our region’s growth and foster more walkable, transit-oriented communities. Working with
residents, civic activists, affordable housing advocates, developers and public officials, WRN focuses on
solutions that enhance neighborhoods and maximize the benefits and joys of city living while addressing the
challenges of growth.

Transit-Oriented Development

By shaping planning, policy and development review throughout the region, WRN
provides the support communities and decision-makers need to reach smart
growth solutions. We focus particular attention on the eastside of the region,
where underutilized transit resources provide opportunities for neighborhood
revitalization and positive regional environmental impact.

D.C. Comprehensive Plan supports smart growth: WRN helped ensure an

inclusive, smart growth future for the city through the revised D.C. Comprehensive

Plan. The Comp Plan provides a 20 year framework for the physical development

of the city. In part due to our support, the plan includes innovative approaches to

transit-oriented development, transportation and affordable housing. WRN

mobilized residents to engage in the many public workshops and educated deci-

sion-makers about smart growth strategies. WRN’s Executive Director also

served on the Comp Plan Task Force. Development above the Columbia Heights Metro

Pedestrians at eastside Metro stations get more attention: Through WRN's efforts, government transportation
agencies are paying more attention to the quality of the pedestrian environment around eastside Metro stations,
particularly Minnesota Avenue, Fort Totten and Rhode Island Avenue Metro stations. WRN also supported positive
planning efforts by Prince George’s County at the West Hyattsville and Capitol Heights Metro stations. The transit
authority itself is responding to WRN'’s advocacy by building more pedestrian-friendly facilities.

Well-designed development around Metro stations advances: WRN continued to encourage thoughtful and appro-
priate development at Metro stations throughout the region. WRN provided detailed analysis to community

members advocating the creation of more pedestrian-friendly, transit-supportive housing and commercial development.
We worked with residents and decision-makers to assess whether proposed development addressed community
concerns while meeting larger regional needs. From active participation with neighbors to testimony at hearings, WRN
contributed to both specific projects and broader planning efforts throughout the region, including the Shady Grove
Sector Plan in Montgomery County, Maryland, the Vienna Metro station MetroWest proposal in Fairfax, Virginia, and
projects at the Friendship Heights and Takoma Metro stations, along with our priority eastside stations in D.C.

Transportation

WRN advocates for transportation policies that provide equitable access, offer transportation
choices and protect air quality.

Fighting for Metro’s funding future: While D.C. stepped up to commit to its share of the costs
in response to Congressman Davis’ bill, marshaling the support of Virginia and Maryland proved
illusive this year. Working with our broad base of allies, we will continue to fight to ensure that
Metro’s future is the region’s first transportation priority.

Planning for pedestrians and bicycles goes mainstream: Pedestrians and bicycles are
gaining more respect as valid forms of transportation to be treated seriously by departments of
transportation around the region. Recently, D.C. and Fairfax added more focus to pedestrian
and bicycle planning.

Traffic-reducing strategies are spreading: With the encouragement of WRN, Fairfax and D.C. are moving forward
with incorporating traffic-reduction strategies, or “transportation demand management” into development review and
planning. WRN will continue to work with these jurisdictions to shift old driving habits into healthier walking, bicycling,
car sharing and transit-riding options.



Housing Choices

WRN continues to use our unique land use and transportation policy
expertise to advocate for solutions that ensure transit-oriented development
is truly inclusive.

D.C. moves forward with a comprehensive housing strategy:
WRN supported the efforts of the Comprehensive Housing Strategy Task
Force which proposed a full set of strategies for addressing the city’s growing
housing needs. Increased funding, strategic programs and land use policies
are all part of a comprehensive approach to address D.C.’s new challenges
of growth and soaring property values. WRN has played a lead role with the
Campaign for Mandatory Inclusionary Zoning, helping create a fair and
effective program. . .
Capital Manor Cooperative
Northern Virginia takes the next steps on affordable housing:
Following a sea change of major new commitments to fund affordable housing by local governments, WRN worked
with partners to sustain the momentum and ensure effective implementation. We are also working on key strategies to
address the area’s housing needs. In Alexandria, WRN worked with partners to spur the city to take a holistic look at
its housing needs and identify a full set of solutions. WRN also helped guide Fairfax’s policy to create an affordable
housing expectation for higher density areas.

Education

WRN'’s education and outreach efforts this year focused on promoting public participation and input in the D.C.
Comprehensive Plan, and taking advantage of the election year by working with partners to engage candidates
in the agenda for smart growth and affordable housing.

Getting our message out in the elections: WRN led the D.C. Affordable
Housing Alliance in preparing a housing agenda for the next Mayor and
Council and convening a mayoral candidates briefing and forum. WRN
also worked with partners in Alexandria to raise the visibility of affordable
housing issues by hosting a city council candidates’ forum. Working with a
variety of community development, environmental, bicycle and housing
partners, WRN convened a “Good and Green Development” briefing for
D.C. council candidates about smart growth and equitable development.

Forums and newsletters: WRN hosted forums on timely topics covering
taming traffic through transit-oriented development, future rapid bus
service, and designing urban arterials for walkability. Our newsletter
reached the e-mail inboxes of over 1,300 subscribers, and our Livable
L to R: Steve Jones, Jim Gibson, Cheryl Cort, Communities Leadership Award hit the mark by honoring Jim Gibson, long
Skip McKoy time regional and national leader on equitable development, urban
reinvestment and smart growth.

Mission

Washington Regional Network for Livable Communities (WRN) works to create and sustain a network of diverse,
walkable communities linked by quality transit, graced with parks, and surrounded by forests and farms, with the
District of Columbia as the hub of the region. Through targeted education, outreach and policy advocacy, WRN
promotes transportation investments, land use policies and designs that enhance neighborhoods and protect the
environment of the Washington, D.C. region.

Major support provided by:
Prince Charitable Trusts, the Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Foundation, the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation,
the Woodbury Fund, the Enterprise Foundation, and the National Capital Area Community Foundation.
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