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WRN announces the 

Livable Communities Leadership Award 2005 recipient:

Leslie A. Steen
Today, the Washington Regional Network for Livable Communities (WRN) announced the recipient of the 2005 WRN Livable Communities Leadership Award, Leslie A. Steen, former President and CEO of Community Preservation and Development Corporation.  This annual award recognizes individuals for outstanding efforts to help the Washington, D.C., region accommodate growth, create diverse, livable communities, and protect the environment.  Each year, WRN highlights a key figure in debates of regional importance, and applauds her or his impressive personal contributions to make the Washington region a better place to live.
“We believe that Leslie Steen’s vision, skills, and accomplishments embody the kind of leadership that is essential to creating great urban communities and a better region,” said Steve Jones, president of the WRN Board of Directors.

“Leslie’s work to restore large, troubled housing complexes and preserve the affordability of properties threatened with conversion to high-end housing is a tremendous contribution to smart growth.  Maintaining the diversity of existing communities and enhancing access to jobs, services, and education for families at all income levels is a core part smart growth. This is the best way to equitably accommodate our region’s growth, enhance existing communities, and protect the natural environment,” Jones said.

WRN’s Board of Directors decided to recognize Leslie Steen’s exemplary leadership in promoting a critical and often unheralded aspect of smart growth and livable communities: the rehabilitation and restoration of affordable housing and the neighborhood revitalization that follows such reinvestment in urban neighborhoods.  Through this award, WRN wants to highlight Ms. Steen’s accomplishments during her 15 years as President and CEO of Community Preservation and Development Corporation. WRN also looks forward to the expansion of her contributions at a regional and national level in her new position as Vice President for Policy and Business Development at Housing Partnership Network.
- MORE -
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WRN Livable Communities Leadership Award – Honoring Leslie Steen

Feb. 23, 2005

Last year, WRN honored Arlington County Board member Christopher Zimmerman with the first annual Livable Communities Leadership Award.  This year’s award will be presented to Ms. Steen at a reception on Feb. 28, 2005, at 5 pm.  To RSVP for the event or for more information, contact WRN at 202-244-1105, staff@washingtonregion.net, or visit our website at: www.washingtonregion.net.

The Feb. 28 Livable Communities Leadership Award reception is sponsored by: 

Gold Sponsors: Stout & Teague, The JBG Companies, and Mimi’s American Bistro.

Silver Sponsors: JER Hudson Housing Capital, Edgewood Management Corporation, Mid-City Financial Corporation, New Legacy Partners, and Torti Gallas and Partners CHK, Inc.

Bronze Sponsors: Community Preservation Development Corporation Donatelli & Klein, Eakin/Youngentob, The Enterprise Foundation, Klein Hornig, LLP, LCOR, LISC, Metropolis Development Company, National Housing, Conference, Nixon Peabody LLP, Potomac Investment Properties, Inc., Roadside Development, Urban Pace Builder Sales and Marketing, Wachovia Bank, and William C. Smith & Company.

Supporting Sponsors: Abdo Development, Hamel Builders, Inc., Hinton

Communications, Kittelson & Associates, Inc., and Neighborhood Development

Company.

About WRN

The Washington Regional Network for Livable Communities (WRN) is a non-profit organization that advocates transportation investments, land use policies, and neighborhood designs that enhance existing communities and the environment of the Washington, D.C. region.  WRN’s goal is to create and sustain a network of walkable communities linked by quality transit and surrounded by farms and forests, with the District of Columbia as the hub of the region.  We also have a special focus on ensuring that smart growth means greater social equity.
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